Cognitive impairment and mortality--an issue worth remembering.
This edition of the Journal of Insurance Medicine contains its third article addressing the mortality implications of cognitive impairment. In 2007, Vecchione and Golus reported the mortality (over an average of 7 years) of a cohort of employer-sponsored, long-term care (LTC) insurance applicants comparing those who were declined for cognitive impairment with those approved. The results of their analysis demonstrated a significant difference in mortality between applicants with low Delayed Word Recall (DWR) scores (0-5) vs the group with DWR scores of 6-10. One of the limitations of the Vecchione and Golus study was that its dataset consisted of a cohort of group LTC applicants potentially limiting its applicability to a population of individually underwritten life insurance applicants.